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How to work with 
Turnitin reports 
Turnitin is a tool that checks how similar parts of your assignments are in 
comparison to other people’s work. Turnitin checks your work against 
websites, work submitted by other students, and other repositories to bring 
to your attention parts of your assignment that require better 
paraphrasing. By using the Turnitin report in good time before deadline, 
you can avoid committing plagiarism.  
 

When should you submit your work to Turnitin? 
It’s recommended that you submit your work to Turnitin once you have a 

complete draft of your assignment (or a part of your assignment). 

Submitting well before your deadline will give you time to make any 

changes to your work, if your report indicates problem areas.  

 

You can submit to Turnitin as many times as you need. Just keep in mind 

that after the third submission, the report may be delayed by up to 24 

hours.  

 

How can you access your Turnitin report on iLearn? 
When you submit your work via an assessment’s submission link on the 

module’s ‘Assessments’ tab, your work is automatically submitted to 

Turnitin. For the first three times you submit an assessment, the report 

should take approximately 15 minutes to become available. To access your 

report, click on the indicated percentage that appears. This will open up 

the report.  

 

How does your Turnitin report indicate poor paraphrasing or 

plagiarism? 
When you open your Turnitin report, you will see parts of your work 

highlighted in different colours. This is how Turnitin shows you which parts 

of your answers are very similar to others’ work.  

 

https://links.arden.ac.uk/1ulkmhca


 

Consider this example report: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. Turnitin indicates a similarity score as a percentage. There is no ‘ideal’ 

percentage to aim for. It also provides the original sources that it has 

matched to parts of the assignment.  

2. Turnitin has highlighted this text because it is poorly paraphrased. It 

seems the student has used synonyms at intervals, but the structure 

of the sentence remains very similar to the original. The student 

should re-work this sentence.  

3. Turnitin has highlighted quoted information. If you have used 

quotation marks to indicate quoted materials, and given the correct 

citation, then you can ignore quotes highlighted by Turnitin.  

4. Turnitin has highlighted an entire paragraph of writing. This indicates 

that this paragraph was copied and pasted from a source. The 
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student should paraphrase this paragraph and provide a citation to 

the original source.  

5. Turnitin has highlighted the reference list. This is likely because other 

students have used the same sources in their assignment. If you have 

used these sources and created the reference list yourself, you can 

ignore what is highlighted by Turnitin.  

 

Is there another way to check my similarity? 
Submitting to Turnitin via your module assessment link on iLearn is 

considered the most accurate way of checking similarity; the report you see 

will also be the same as the one your marker sees. However, some students 

like to check their similarity as they work to rectify any paraphrasing issues 

as they arise.  

 

A more flexible and user-friendly way of doing this is to use Turnitin Draft 

Coach, which is available to all Arden students on the online version of MS 

Word, accessed through your Office 365 account.  

 

 
Turnitin Draft Coach works in a very similar way to Turnitin on iLearn, only it 

lets you check similarity in your assignment as you work. For each MS Word 

document, you can check your similarity three times.  

 

When you click on ‘Draft Coach,’ a window will open on the right-hand side 

of your document. You can select ‘Similarity Check’ and then ‘Run Similarity 

Check.’ You’ll be asked to confirm the similarity check. The process takes 

about 30 seconds to check your work for similarity and the small report you 

will see will work the same as Turnitin on iLearn, but you will not need to 

download the report to read it.   



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can use the feedback from the similarity check to improve your 
paraphrasing as you work on your draft.  

 

Where can I get help with Turnitin?  
If you need help accessing or understanding your Turnitin report, you can 

get in touch with the Academic Skills Team (AcademicSkills@arden.ac.uk). 

You can also book a one-to-one appointment with an Academic Skills Tutor 

via the Learning Success Hub website 

(https://learningsuccess.arden.ac.uk/).  
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